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ABSTRACT. In the present work, seven species of Mycetophagidae have been 
confirmed as occurring in Malta. Of these, two represent new records for this 
territory namely Berginus tamarisci and Typhaeola maculata. Since very little original 
collecting data exists for most of the other records for Malta, such data is provided 
for all species, with notes on global distribution and other relevant information.
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INTRODUCTION
  The Mycetophagidae is a small family of beetles of approximately 130 described species with 
a worldwide distribution. Most species feed on fungal material, either fruiting bodies or fungal 
spores and can therefore be found in bracket fungi, under bark, in decaying wood, in leaf litter and 
similar habitats especially where high humidity prevails. Some species may be also found in stored 
products and generally their presence is indicative of the presence of mould. 
  In the list of Maltese Coleoptera published by Cameron and Caruana Gatto in 1907 two species 
of Mycetophagidae were included. Litargus coloratus, which was indicated as common throughout 
the year, and Typhaea fumata (=Typhaea stercorea) collected from Fort Manoel in May. In the 
Fauna Europaea database, nikitsky (2004) reported only one of the above mentioned species (L. 
coloratus) as present in Malta. Out of the 83 species of Mycetophagidae occurring in the Palaearctic 
Region (nikitsky, 2008) five species were reported from Malta. This was mainly based on material 
available to the present authors who communicated the data to Dr Nikolay Nikitsky for inclusion in 
the Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera. Since most of these records lack any other data pertaining 
to Malta, and because of additional records since then, a faunal review of this group was considered 
necessary for the Maltese Islands. 
  The collectors’ names are given in initials thus: Charles Farrugia - CF; David Mifsud - DM 
and Paul Sammut - PS. The depository of specimens not in the author’s collection is indicated in 
parenthesis, thus (BMNH) - The Natural History Museum, London, UK. The sequence of species 
follows nikitsky (2008).
ANNOTATED SPECIES LIST
Mycetophagus piceus (Fabricius, 1777)
(Fig. 1)
Material examined. MALTA: Rabat, Tal-Virtu, 16.xi.1996, 13 exs., in the bracket fungus 
Laetiporus sulphureus var. ceratonae on Ceratonia siliqua, DM; Wied tal-Isqof, 16.vii/2.
viii.2002, 2 exs., DM.
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Notes. Mycetophagus piceus was reported for Malta by nikitsky (2008). The species is widely 
distributed in Europe and recorded also from North Africa (Egypt) and in some Asian countries.
Berginus tamarisci Wollaston, 1854
(Fig. 2)
Material examined. MALTA: Baħrija, 11.v.1990/16.vii.1997, 2 exs., DM; Buskett, 
15.ix.1995/17.xi.1995/9.viii.1997/13.i.1999/12.ii.2000, 15 exs., DM; Għadira, 4.vi.1994, 1 ex., 
DM; Girgenti, 8.x.1996/25.vii.1997/9.xii.2002, 5 exs., DM; Marsa, Għammieri, 28.xii.1993, 
1 ex., DM; Selmun, 30.iii.1996, 1 ex., DM; St. Thomas Bay, 6.ix.1996, 1 ex., DM; Wied 
Babu, 15.ix.1995, 1 ex., at night, beating Pistacia lentiscus, DM; Wied il-Għasel, 26.ix.1992, 
1 ex., DM; Zejtun, 19.ix.1996, 2 exs., DM. GOZO: Ramla, 28.i.1997, 1 ex., DM; Victoria, 
15.xii.1994/6.i.1995, 2 exs., taken from Eriobotrya  japonica twigs, CF.
Notes. Berginus tamarisci represents a new record for the Maltese Islands. It is widely distributed 
in Europe and North Africa extending to the east up to Turkey.
Typhaeola maculata (Perris, 1865)
(Fig. 3)
Material examined. MALTA: Bidnija, 30.ix.1997, 1 ex., in soil under Olea europaea, DM.
Notes. Typhaeola maculata represents a new record for the Maltese Islands. It is recorded from 
Europe (France, Italy, Spain and Portugal) and North Africa (Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia).
Typhaea stercorea (Linnaeus, 1758)
(Fig. 4)
Material examined. MALTA: Buskett, 12.ii.2000, 20 exs., in decaying hay and vegetation, 
DM; Gnejna, 16.ii.2000, 1 ex., DM; Marsa, Għammieri, 7.xii.1993 & 4.i.1994, 3 exs., under 
bark of Eucalyptus, DM; Zebbug, 3.v.1994, 2 exs., found alive under bark of dead trees 
imported from Central Africa and intended for the timber industry, DM; Marsaskala, 5.v.1998, 
9 exs., DM; Ramla tat-Torri, 23.v.1990, 3 exs., DM; Siggiewi, 10.v.1998, 1 ex., DM; Zejtun, 
28.v.1989, 1 ex., DM; Salina, 19.vii.1989, 1 ex., DM; Rabat, Ta Kurunja, 6.vi.2002, 1 ex., 
PS; Wied tal-Isqof, 16.vii.2002, 1 ex., DM. GOZO: Marsalforn valley, 6.vi.1990, 1 ex., DM; 
Victoria, 10.x.1994, 1 ex., CF.
Notes. Typhaea stercorea was reported for Malta by CAmeron & CAruAnA gAtto (1907) and 
nikitsky (2008). The species is cosmopolitan in distribution.
Litargus connexus (Geoffroy, 1785)
(Fig. 5)
Material examined. MALTA: Qormi, Ħal-Farrug, 5.i./26.ii.2003, 25 exs., under bark of dead 
Ceratonia siliqua, DM.
Notes. Litargus connexus was reported for Malta by nikitsky (2008). The species is widely 
distributed in Europe, North Africa and Asia.
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Figure 1: Mycetophagus piceus; Figure 2: Berginus tamarisci; Figure 3: Typhaeola maculata; 
Figure 4: Typhaea stercorea; Figure 5: Litargus connexus.
Litargus balteatus LeConte, 1856
Material examined. MALTA: Rabat, Tal-Virtu, 16.xi.1996, 1 ex., in the bracket fungus 
Laetiporus sulphureus var. ceratonae on Ceratonia siliqua, DM; St. Thomas Bay, 15.ii.1998, 3 
exs., DM; Blata l-Bajda, 16.iii.1990, 1 ex., in leaf litter, DM; Zejtun,  27.vii./2.ix./5.x.1989, 3 
exs., under stone in decaying vegetation, DM.
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Notes. Litargus balteatus was reported for Malta by nikitsky (2008). The species is widely 
distributed in Europe and North Africa. It is also recorded from Asia (Japan), Nearctic, Neotropical, 
Oriental and Australian Regions.
Litargus coloratus Rosenhauer, 1856
Material examined. MALTA: 14 exs., G.C. Champion coll., B.M. 1927-409 (BMNH); 
x./xi.1901, 16 exs., MC [Malcom Cameron], 6131 [= Litargus coloratus, identified by ER 
(Edmund Reitter), Gbir], M. Cameron Coll., B.M. 1936-555 (BMNH); Bidnija, 13.i.1999, 1 
ex., DM; Buskett, 24.vi.2003, 1 ex., DM; Wied tal-Isqof, 16.vii.2002, 3 exs., attracted to light, 
DM.
Notes. Litargus coloratus was reported for Malta by CAmeron & CAruAnA gAtto (1907) and 
nikitsky (2008). It is widely distributed in the Mediterranean basin, but it is also recorded from 
Asia (Israel, Syria and Turkey) and the Afrotropical Region.
 Due to the fact that the three species of Maltese Litargus present a very homogenous overall 
morphology a dichotomous key is presented below for their identification. 
Key to Litargus species occurring in Malta
1. Terminal antennomere ca 1.5 times longer than wide, obliquely truncate apically. Elytra 
1.30-1.35 times longer than their combined width. Brown to black brown, each elytron 
with yellow spots at humeral bulge, behind scutellum and transverse bar behind its mid-
length; humeral and postscutellar spot often confluent and/or variable in their extent. Legs 
and antennae brown-yellow. Length 2.0-2.4 mm .................................... Litargus balteatus 
_ Terminal antennomere as long as wide, rounded to bluntly pointed apically .................... 2
2. Pronotum with simple diffuse punctures nearly equal in size to eye-facets and separated by 
one diameter or less; interspaces smooth. Elytra ca.1.5 times longer than their combined 
width. Black, elytra with yellow variable pattern, as a rule with humeral and postscutellar 
spot (often interconnected) and oblique bar behind midlength, broadly interrupted at suture 
and often dissolved in two spots. Legs brown-yellow, antennae black, basal antennomeres 
sometimes red-brown. Length 2.1-2.8 mm ............................................ Litargus connectus
_ Punctures on pronotum replaced with fine raised granules, interspaces microscopically 
reticulate. Elytra 1.23-1.30 times longer than their combined width. Brown-black, each 
elytron with two yellow spots situated before and behind its midlength respectively. Legs 
and antennae brown-yellow. Length 1.6-1.8 mm .................................... Litargus coloratus
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